Dear Students and families:  We are excited to announce that the Sacrament of Confirmation will be moved to 8th grade effective for the 2025-26 program year!  This is in alignment with most parishes in the Diocese.  For this year only, we will be Confirming students in grades 8, 9 and 10 in Spring of 2026 on Thursday, April 30th at 7pm.

Preparation to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation includes Catechesis, Christian service and retreat experiences.  Following guidelines from the Diocese of Paterson, our program is suited for students who are actively involved in piloting their own faith journey.  Students attend monthly classes on Sunday evenings from 7-9pm, perform Christian service in the community, and attend retreats organized by the parish.  Please see details below for each requirement:
· Catechesis: Monthly classes on Sunday evenings from 7-9pm to prepare students to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
· Retreat experiences: Journey retreat in the Fall for 9th grade students; Antioch weekend in the winter/spring for 10th grade students.  Retreats are an opportunity to grow in faith and build a relationship with Jesus through prayer experiences, witness talks and group discussions.
· Christian Service: Service Hours are the component of Confirmation Preparation that is viewed as evidence of the candidate’s commitment to Christian life.   Students are expected to complete a total of 20 service hours.  Service is defined as volunteering to “work” for no compensation for someone who is not a family member or neighbor.  Christian service projects SERVE THE POOR, THE DEFENSELESS, THE NEEDY, THE CHURCH AND SOME NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.  Service projects should be performed “outside” of organized clubs and activities.  Not all community service meets the guidelines for Christian service for Confirmation, please review the guidelines for Christian Service here: https://goodcounsel.org/confirmation-2  Service projects not listed on our website MUST be pre-approved by the GIFT Ministry Coordinator prior to completing the service. 
Service projects are listed in the bulletin and will be sent out via HubSpot as they become available.  You can also visit our webpage for information on Confirmation here: https://goodcounsel.org/confirmation-2

Our next service project is the Parish Picnic on Sunday, June 1 from 12-4pm.  Use this link to sign up to help with games and activities: https://goodcounsel.org/confirmation-2

Be sure to save a copy of your service hours log in case it gets misplaced!  A cell phone photo will do.

Please reach out via email at youthministry@goodcounsel.org if you have any questions!

God Bless,
Laura Shamber
GIFT Ministry Coordinator
